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17th Annual Carol Dyer Memorial Luminaria Evening 

Set for August 4th 

The 17th Annual Carol Dyer Memorial Luminaria Evening will take place on the Bar Harbor Village 

Green on Saturday, August 4, from 7 - 9:30 pm.  Luminaria bags will be available at the YWCA for 

a suggested donation of $10 each. 

 

When beloved children’s librarian Carol Dyer lost her battle with brain cancer in June of 2001, her 

friends decided to channel their grief into planning an event that would honor her by giving others a 

fighting chance. 

 

Luminaria are bags with names written on them and a lighted candle inside, each representing a life 

and the hope for a cancer-free world. Luminaria bags typically have “In Memory of [Name]” or “In 

Honor of [Name]” written on them. Many participants decorate them using markers, photos, or other 

memorabilia to make them unique. Some people cut stars, circles, or other shapes out of the bag to 

enhance their glow when lit. 

 

On August 4th, as many as 1,500 luminaria will illuminate the Bar Harbor Village Green.  Each 

name and hometown will be read during the lighting ceremony, with readings throughout the 

evening. 

 

The Luminaria Evening has raised over $75,000 since it began 17 years ago.  A community service 

of the YWCA of Mount Desert Island, this year’s proceeds will benefit Home Cooked Healing, a 

local group of generous, kind-hearted volunteers who cook nutritious, organic meals for people with 

cancer in the Mount Desert Island – Ellsworth area.  

 

To purchase a luminaria bag in advance please visit https://donate.ywcamdi.org/luminary/ 

 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE!  Women of Distinction, October 5th, 6-8 pm 

This year’s theme is “Write Your Own Story” with guest speaker Gia Drew, Program 

Director of Equality Maine.  The event will recognize MDI residents in three categories: 

Woman of the Year, Young Woman of the Year, and Girl of the Year.  For nomination 

information please call 207-288-5008, or email abby@ywcamdi.org.   
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SPRING RECAP 

  

 

March for Our Lives 
YWCA MDI donated t-shirts and sponsored a funding campaign for a large group of MDI High 

School students so they could participate in the March 24th March For Our Lives in Boston to 

protest school gun violence.  

 

 

 

 
Stand Against Racism 
On Saturday, April 28th, YWCA MDI staff, volunteers and the MDI community took a public 

stand against racism. Afterwards the public was invited to join us at the YWCA for a viewing 

of the Oscar-winning film, "Hidden Figures," with a discussion led by the Connors-Emerson 

Civil Rights Team.  

 

 

 



 

 

Families Belong Together 
On Saturday, June 30, YWCA, IndivisibleMDI and hundreds of community members gathered 

on the Bar Harbor village green to say that families belong together and free – and to 

demand that this administration reunite families immediately and end family separation and 

detention. We encourage you to join us and hundreds of thousands of others as we take a 

stand against injustice. 

 

YWCA is committed to keeping families together and free, and demands policy solutions that 

will end family separation, family detention, and the overall criminalization of immigrant 

families of color, and better ensure their health and safety.  For more information, visit 

https://www.ywca.org/blog/2018/06/28/families-belong-together-and-free/.  

 

 

 

 

 

Galyn’s Restaurant Donates Sweets for Safe 

Housing 
On April 26

th
 Galyn's Restaurant generously offered 1/2 priced desserts to the public and donated the 

full price of every dessert sold to support the YWCA’s safe, affordable housing for women.  Galyn’s also 

gave out free dessert vouchers to every YWCA MDI volunteer in recognition of their invaluable support.  

Thank you so much!     
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Dollars for Scholars Rummage Sale 
The very popular Dollars for Scholars Rummage Sale took place on May 5th to raise funds 

for YWCA MDI scholarships.   Twelve dedicated volunteers worked tirelessly in the weeks 

running up to organize thousands of items, which were donated by more than 100 local 

businesses and community members.  For info about more YWCA volunteer opportunities, 

contact Annie Schwartz at anniet@ywcamdi.org  

 

 

 

 

Spring Fling 
On March 28 more than 70 children ages 

3-7 participated in the YWCA’s popular annual 

Eastegr Egg hunt and other fun activities.  

This annual event is always free and open to 

the public. 
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Annual Meeting 
The 2018 Brunch and Annual Meeting was held Saturday, April 14th at the YWCA. 

Participants were treated to a scrumptious brunch prepared by Cas Ole’. Volunteers, 

partners, board members and donors were recognized for their ongoing support of the 

YWCA's mission of eliminating racism, empowering women, and promoting peace, justice, 

freedom and dignity for all. Moving testimonials were given by Amy Roebuck about the 

impact the Women’s March on Washington had on her life which led to the formation of 

Indivisible MDI, and by Moriah Savage, who spoke about the life-changing impact being a 

resident at the YWCA has had on her life. YWCA truly is a place where "community happens" 

and people come together for the greater good of MDI residents. We invite you to join us for 

one of our upcoming events in 2018!        

 

 

 

 

SUMMER EVENTS 

 
Do YWCA volunteers really make the best pies? 
Decide for yourself and stop by for delicious, home-made sweet and savory Y pies, sold outside on 

the lawn every Tuesday from 10 am – noon through August 28.  Proceeds benefit important YWCA 

programs. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

Ongoing Events 

Call 288-5008 for 

info   
 

Strong YWomen low-impact 

movement classes every 

Monday, Wednesday, and Friday 

in the community room at 9:00 

am, hosted by Cas Dowden. 

Come move your body and 

socialize with us! 

Yoga for Cancer 

Patients  Wednesdays at 11:00 

am, led by certified yoga 

instructor Susan Sassaman. 

  

Juggling Classes Thursdays at 

3:30 pm, led by Terry-Anya 

Hayes. 

 

Coffee's On Senior Coffee 

House is on summer hiatus 

and will resume in the 

Fall. Meets every first and third 

Tuesday from 9:30-11:30 am. 

Bring a friend and enjoy live 

music, coffee, tea, and snacks. 

 

Topics in Participatory 

Democracy - The League of 

Women Voters - Downeast 

Monthly broadcasts of topics in 

participatory democracy every 

third Friday from 10-11:00 am on 

WERU-FM. The 

following Wednesday a 

community conversation is held 

on the same topic with experts 

from the community. Moderated 

by Ann Luther, League of 

Women Voters of Maine. 

Contact Linda Washburn 

(llw2a@yahoo.com, 244-5895) 

if you would like to receive 

notices about upcoming radio 

shows and public conversations. 

 

 

Resource Links  
   

 

 

 

YWCA of Mount Desert Island 

http://www.ywcamdi.org 

 

YWCA USA http://www.ywca.org 

 

Downeast League of Women Voters 

http://www.lwvme.org/Downeast.html 

 

Senator Susan M. Collins 202-224-2523 

https://www.collins.senate.gov/ 

 

Senator Angus King 202-224-5344 

https://www.king.senate.gov/ 

 

Senator Bruce Poliquin  202-225-6306 

https://poliquin.house.gov/ 

 

Maine Senator Brian D. Langley  

207-667-0625  

https://legislature.maine.gov/senate/senator-brian-

langley/9374 

 

ME Rep. Brian L. Hubbell 207-288-3947  

https://legislature.maine.gov/house/hsebios/hubbbl.htm 
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Do you have an idea for a program or event?  We would love to hear from you! Call 

Jackie, Nova, Abby or Annie at 288-5008. 
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